
Extract from Hansard 
[ASSEMBLY — Tuesday, 12 August 2014] 

 p4901c-4901c 
Mr Terry Waldron 

 [1] 

GLASGOW COMMONWEALTH GAMES 2014 
Statement by Minister for Sport and Recreation 

MR T.K. WALDRON (Wagin — Minister for Sport and Recreation) [2.03 pm]: During the parliamentary 
recess I had the great honour of representing the Western Australian state government at the 2014 
Commonwealth Games in Glasgow. I also acknowledge some of the outstanding Commonwealth Games athletes 
and officials who are in the Speaker’s gallery today. It was a fantastic privilege to personally extend to 
Western Australia’s homegrown talent the support of the Western Australian Parliament. The trip also allowed 
me to observe firsthand the logistics of running an international multi-event games. From facility integration, 
public transport, security and legacy initiatives, the experience provided a great insight into the potential 
opportunities for attracting major international events to Perth. I was pleased, but not surprised, to conclude that 
Western Australia’s recent significant investment in sporting facilities, in addition to WA’s wealth of sport and 
event expertise, positions WA extremely well against other major cities from around the world. 

I was fortunate to meet with many officials during my visit who provided excellent background to various issues. 
They included His Royal Highness Tunku Imran, President of the Commonwealth Games Federation; Scottish 
Cabinet Secretary for Justice, Kenny MacAskill; Nigel Chamier and Mark Peters from the Gold Coast 2018 
Commonwealth Games Corporation; and representatives from Glasgow City Council, the Scottish government 
Commonwealth Games Division, and Glasgow Life, the events arm of Glasgow. 

Thirty-two athletes from Western Australia competed in Glasgow, with the local contingent making up close to 
eight per cent of the total Australian Commonwealth Games team. Our athletes competed across 12 sports and 
impressively accounted for eight per cent of overall medallists and 10 per cent of our gold medallists, which I 
think is quite remarkable. Something I am particularly proud of is that over 20 per cent of the 
Commonwealth Games athletes hail from regional Western Australia.  

I would like to take this opportunity to highlight some of the very best performances of our homegrown talent. 
Congratulations to Scott Sunderland on winning gold in the one-kilometre cycling time trial; to Caitlin Bassett 
and Natalie Medhurst for helping guide our netballers to the gold medal; to Laura Coles in producing a 
remarkable performance to win gold in the women’s skeet shooting; and to our men’s and women’s hockey 
representatives, who backed up their recent World Cup efforts to bring gold home, respectively; and, of course, 
Kim Mickle went one step better than her silver medal in the recent world championships by winning gold in a 
dominant Commonwealth Games record-breaking javelin performance. 

There are numerous other fantastic achievements I could highlight: Madeleine Scott and Kat Downie in the pool, 
Maddison Keeney in diving, Ryan Bailie in triathlon, and Lauren Mitchell and Olivia Vivian in gymnastics—
there are so many. In acknowledging these achievements, I would also like to not only recognise our athletes’ 
families, and the coaches and the many people from the Western Australian Institute of Sport who assisted in 
getting our athletes to the level they are at, but also the sports themselves and the thousands of volunteers who 
underpin the system that produces the champions we have today. I again extend the congratulations of the 
Western Australian Parliament to all the Western Australian, and, indeed, all the Australian, athletes who have 
all made us very proud. I acknowledge them again. Thank you.  

[Applause.] 
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